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JUDGES DISQUALIFY “LITTLE
'MILTON”IN LAST MINUTE RUMPUS
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LITERARY ADVANCEMENT AND

GiSTAIION (SLAG), announced their decision
late last might to disqualify eight year old
prizewinner Gerald (Little Milton) Bostock

g the of p and threats

received after the reading of his epic poem
“Thick as a Brick” on B.B.C. Television last

Monday night.
A hastily

The Literary Competition,
which was for children a
from 7 to 16 years of age, w
sponsored by leading national
newspapers and received thou-
sands of entries from schools
allover Britain. Mr. Humphrey
Martin, the Headmaster of
Moordale Primary School

s3id  Gerald, nicknamed

Little Milton™ by his English
master because of his poetic

ability, was mentally advanced
for his age, although inclined
on occasions 1o obscure and
verbose assertions which led
him to being somewhat un
popular with his schoolmates
He went on 10 say that with-
out doubt the child had a great
future academically and that
his progress was unsurpassed
in the history of Moordale
Primary. Gerald and his
parents moved to St. Cleve

delay
senied to runner up Mary Whiteyard (aged 12) for her essay
Christian ethics entitled, *“He died to save the little Children’".

of Judges accepted the decision by
S.':;'...u..m.-.,v..u.-m,

four years ago from Man-
chester when Mr. Bostock
decided for health reasons 1o
live away from the City. David
Bostock now does occasional
gardening work while his wife
Daphne is well known 1o the
Congregation of St Cleve
Pansh Church for her activi-
ties in social work and her
wonderful buffet luncheon at
the fete last Saturday, Well
! Mr. Bostock

orning of “Little
disqualification,
'We are heartbroken at the
way the Judges changed their
minds. and the loss of the prize
money and scholarship means
we shall find difficulty in pay-
ing the instalments on Gerald's
Encyclopaedia Briannica. |
shall have 1o do Dr. Munson's
roses next week after all.”
When he heard of the decision
aguinst him. Gerald went to

Jormerly Julia Perrit
his room and locked the door.
“Mrs. Bostock and | are sorely
vexed at the way this has
turned out”, said M. Bostock
of No. 6 Pollit Close, St
Cleve

Many local residents are
also annoyed and hurt by the

news and as some consolation

Reunited at Last LioR Ian Anderson,, Gerald Bostock, Martin Barre and Lord Jes Perrit,

to Gerald and his parents the
St. Cleve Chronicle prints the

fulltext of ihe disquaified
poem

this week on page 1

G__r
Many of the viewers who
heard Gerald md hu work on
the “Young A

B.C. 2 felt that it was not

to appear impressive. Many of
the viewers' complaints were
centred  around  “Little
Milton's™ use of a four-letier
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